[Effect of low doses of ionizing irradiation on viability of cortical thymocytes].
The cortical thymocytes of rats in whole organism, isolated lobes of thymus and cells suspension were exposed to ionizing radiation in a wide range of doses (0.1-200 cGy). In contrast to relatively high dose radiation (50-200 cGy), exposure to doses of 10 cGy resulted in cell death without DNA degradation. The level of doses lower than 10 cGy (0.5-5 cGy) induced thymocyte death which is independent of DNA degradation, RNA and protein synthesis. With decrease in radiation dose, the increase of latent period preceding cell death took place.